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and sovereignty in the New World. There was Spain
in the south and west, France in the north, and the
English colonies strung out along the Atlantic coast.
That was not all, however. Between Canada and the
Gulf of Mexico, between the Allegheny Mountains and
the Rockies, there was a vast territory watered by the
Mississippi and its tributaries to parts of which both
France and Britain laid claim, but which really be-
longed to nobody but the savage men and beasts who
lived there.

Such were the three rival nations and the territory
they held or desired to hold in the New World. There
was, however, a great difference between their respec-
tive aims and reasons for being there. The chief objects
of the Spaniards were gold and the spreading of the
Roman Catholic religion. They did not want to settle
in America, to make themselves new homes, and they
certainly had no desire to improve the physical lot of
the natives. Apart from the priests, the principal aim
of the majority of Spaniards who came to the New
World was to get rich as quickly as possible, and then
to return home and live a life of luxury and ease in
Spain.

The French ideas of colonisation were somewhat
similaf. They wished to build up a French empire in
America, and therefore they sent their priests, and
soldiers, and explorers westward towards the Pacific
and south down the Mississippi claiming all the land
they found. In these enterprises they looked upon the
English as their chief rivals, and if they did not con-
template driving them out of the country altogether,